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We look to the future 
As I write this column, it’s amazing to me just how quickly 
the summer transitioned into fall, and how very soon fall 
will be turning to winter. And we are just days away from 

Advent, which will lead us into the season 
of Christmas! You will find a special page 
in this issue that lists all of the liturgies and 
celebrations surrounding Advent and 
Christmas, including our parish “Twelfth 
Night Celebration.” Be sure to save it to a 
prominent place in your home, such as on 
the kitchen refrigerator. 

Note that again this year, all the parishes 
in Davenport and Bettendorf will 

participate in two Advent Reconciliation Services. One is 
at Sacred Heart Cathedral on Sunday, December 2, at 
3:00 p.m.; the other is at Saint John Vianney on Monday, 
December 3, at 6:30 p.m. Many priests will be available 
at each service to celebrate the sacrament. 

Our Parish Priority Plan process continues. I am indebted 
to all the parishioners who submitted surveys. A total of 
757 surveys were completed. The analysis and 
suggested recommendations by Our Sunday Visitor were 
reviewed by the Parish Council on November 13. Next, 
our OSV “coach,” Katie Herzing, traveled here on 
November 27 to meet with our Parish Priority Planning 
Committee to fine tune our goals and objectives for the 
next three to five years. Once the plan is finalized, every 
parish family will receive in the mail a pamphlet with a full 
description of our pastoral plan for the future. 

I thank all who are part of the Planning Committee: 
Nicholas Broughton, Maureen Conrad, Sonia Deutmeyer, 
Father Ross Epping, Deacon Daryl Fortin, Mia Frommelt, 

Dennis Gerard (chair), Dick Hanzelka, Eleanor Kiel, Tim 
Lane, Kathy Langley, Les Lipinski, and Julie Mishler. 

I also thank all who are participating in the Diocese of 
Davenport’s Vision 20/20: From Pentecost to Pentecost 
initiative. More than 100 parishioners reflected and 
discussed The Joy of the Gospel pastoral letter of Pope 
Francis during October. I heard many say how much they 
appreciated meeting other parishioners as they 
discussed the Pope’s call for us to be “Spirit-filled 
evangelizers.” 

The purpose of The Joy of the Gospel discussions is to 
help us become more aware of what it means to be 
“missionary disciples.” It provides food for thought and 
action about how we witness our faith with others. In fact, 
one of the major goals of our Parish Priority Plan is to 
“create a plan for evangelization to those who are 
unchurched and de-churched.”             Continued on Page 2 

As Father Jim listens and Father Ross takes notes, Sonia Deutmeyer 
gives feedback during the November 11 Listening Session facilitated by 
Father Thom Hennen. Seated with Sonia is Cris McNeal. 
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Initiative includes Parish Evangelization Team 

Continued from Page 1 

Such a goal is exactly what Bishop Zinkula is 
hoping for the entire diocese. He is seeking to 
know whatever concerns we have about our 
parish, the Diocese of Davenport, and even the 
universal church, as we look at how we can 
better preach and live the Gospel. 

Each parish in the diocese has held a follow-up 
“Listening Session,” to reflect on how well it 
reaches out to others in the community. We were 
challenged at our November 11 session on how 
well we form evangelizing disciples of Christ that 
include youth, young adults, and the ongoing 
formation of people of all ages. Read more about 
that session on page 4. 

The next steps for the Vision 20/20 initiative 
include forming a Parish Evangelization Team. 
The team will participate in a regional 

conversation with 
several other 
parishes in early 2019 and 
also will be invited to attend a 
Diocesan Convocation on 
June 6-8, 2019, at St. 
Ambrose University. The 
convocation will celebrate our 
unity in the joy of the Gospel, 
reflect on the call to be “Spirit

-filled evangelizers,” look to the peripheries of our 
communities, read the signs of the times in our diocese, 
and explore practical strategies for the future. 

I believe it was the work of the Holy Spirit that our Parish 
Council approved the Our Sunday Visitor Parish Priority 
Plan project in March. Soon afterward, the Diocese 
initiated Vision 20/20: From Pentecost to Pentecost. The 
timing and outcome of both of these processes will be 
very beneficial to strengthen the vision and mission of our 
parish and the diocese as a whole. 

Pope Francis teaches us that the primary duty of being 
baptized is to evangelize — to share our faith with others 
in meaningful ways. He invites everyone to “be bold and 
creative in this task of rethinking the goals, structures, 
style, and methods of evangelization” in our communities 
(The Joy of the Gospel #33).  

As we celebrate the mystery of God becoming human 
through the incarnation of his Son, may we 
enthusiastically embrace our vocation as “missionary 
disciples” who bring and sing “Joy to the World!” 

 

 

 

Facilitator John Menard listens as Jim Harder makes a point during one of 
the group discussions on “The Joy of the Gospel.” Corinne Winter was the 
other facilitator for the group that met on Thursday nights in October. 

Have a question about our parish? Go to www.sjvbett.org for the answer. 
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Saint John Vianney Church 

offers the following gatherings 

to celebrate the holy seasons of 

 Advent and Christmas 2018. 

We invite you to join us. 

 
All Parishes Communal Reconciliation 

 Sunday, December 2, 3:00 p.m. 
 Sacred Heart Cathedral, Davenport 

Monday, December 3, 6:30 p.m. 
St. John Vianney 

 
Snowflake Central (RE Event) 
 Wednesday, December 5, 6:00–7:30 p.m. 
 SJV Activity Center 
 
Immaculate Conception Mass 
 Saturday, December 8, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 

 
 
Return Angel Tree Gifts by Sunday, December 9 
 
 
SJV Preschool Christmas Program 
 Thursday, December 13, 6:00 p.m. 
 In the church 
 
 
Sacrament of Reconciliation (extended) 
 Saturday, December 22, 3:00-4:15 p.m. 
 In the Reconciliation Room & Mary Chapel 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas Eve Masses 
(Monday, December 24) 
 4:00 p.m.: Music by the Brass Ensemble 

(beginning at 3:30 p.m.) 
 
 6:30 p.m.: Music by the Celebration Ringers 

(beginning at 6:10 p.m.) 
 
 10:00 p.m.: Music by the Exultate Choir and 
   the Woodwind Quartet 

(beginning at 9:45 p.m.) 
 
Christmas Day Masses  
(Tuesday, December 25) 
 9:30 a.m.: The Fountains 
 10:00 a.m.: St. John Vianney 
   Music by the Brass Ensemble 

(beginning at 9:45 a.m.) 
 
 
Holy Family Masses 
 Saturday, December 29, 4:30 p.m. 
 Sunday, December 30 
       7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. 
 
 
Solemnity of Mary, the Mother of God Masses 
 Monday, December 31, 4:30 p.m. 
 Tuesday, January 1, 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
Twelfth Night Celebration 
 A night to give thanks to our parish volunteers 
 Saturday, January 5, 6:00–9:00 p.m. 
  SJV Activity Center 

Parish Office Holiday Hours 

December 24-26: Closed 

December 27-28: 8:00 a.m.-noon 

December 31-January 1: Closed 

January 2: 8:00 a.m.-noon 

January 3: Return to regular schedule 
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Parishioners reflect on  “Joy of the Gospel” mission 
Parishioners who attended 
a listening session on 
November 11, part of the 
Davenport Diocese’s Vision 
20/20 initiative, talked 
about many outreach 
programs from Saint John 
Vianney that answer the 
call of Pope Francis for 
greater evangelization. 

But, in thoughtful feedback 
gleaned from discussions at 
10 tables in the Activity 
Center, participants also 
said that evangelization is 
not something that comes 
easily for everyone. 

Scribes from each table summarized comments made during 
small group discussions. 

Discussing one barrier to evangelization, Ron Rickman noted 
that “evangelization is out of our comfort zone.”  

Sonia Deutmeyer said that for Catholics to bring up the 
Gospel in a non-Catholic setting “can be uncomfortable.” 

Several people said more intensive study of Scripture would 
prepare Catholics for deeper evangelization. 

Many positive comments were made about SJV programs 
that reach out to those on the “margins” in our community. 
Efforts like sending volunteers and financial assistance to 
local food pantries, to Café on Vine, preparing and serving 
meals to the homeless, and the work of the Social Justice 
Committee were noted.  

Dick Hanzelka noted the good work the parish does, and 
added, “I think we can do more than that. We can have a 
greater presence.” 

The parish production of “Godspell” in the spring was 
mentioned as a good example of community outreach. The 
production was open to the public and free-will donations 
were sent to Churches United. 

Father Thom Hennen, diocesan facilitator for the session, 
stressed that feedback from Saint John Vianney and parishes 
throughout the diocese will be reviewed by Bishop Thomas 
Zinkula, and that the diocese will try to find resources, tools 
or programs to address the issues raised. 

About 80 parishioners attended the session, an outgrowth of 
smaller groups that met in October to discuss Pope Francis’ 
exhortation, “The Joy of the Gospel.” 

In a welcome video played at the outset, Bishop Zinkula 
noted that, “What we are hoping to achieve in the Listening 
Sessions is to establish a baseline, to understand the joys and 
hopes, the unique concerns and challenges, that are facing 
our Catholic communities today.” 

 

 

About 80 parishioners attended a Listening Session in the Activity Center on November 11. They gave 
feedback to the Davenport Diocese on how they feel Saint John Vianney parish is responding to Pope Francis’ 
call for greater evangelization. 

Father Thom Hennen takes comments from Emily 
Dauscher  as Linda Schneider and Susan Anderson look on. 
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Grace Almgren a model of joyful involvement 
By JAN TOUNEY 

Grace Almgren has seen both sides of what it means to be a 
role model as an active member of Saint John Vianney parish. 

The 16-year-old junior at Pleasant Valley High School served as 
a role model this past summer as a volunteer at Vacation Bible 
School, showing the younger children the love of God in song, 
dance and play. 

Vacation Bible School was a place “to put your talents and 
apply it to God” while showing the children that church can be 
a joyful and fun experience, she said. 

 And, as one of the younger cast members in the spring SJV 
production of “Godspell,” Grace worked with adults whom she 
considers her role models. 

“Godspell was truly an amazing experience,” she said. “I grew 
close to a lot of adults in the show.” 

She described them as “role models in my faith.” 

“The show itself, every time I performed, I picked up 
something new to apply to my faith … one line here, one line 
there. It was really, really inspiring and so much fun.” 

Grace’s family — parents Vic and Sherri and younger brothers 
Jake and Kyle — moved to Bettendorf when Grace was in 
seventh grade. 

Eleanor Kiel, director 
of liturgy at SJV, said 
she was impressed 
with how quickly, as 
new parishioners, 
the entire Almgren 
family got actively 
involved. 

Grace serves in 
numerous ministries 
at SJV. She plays 
violin in “The 
Apostles of “Hymn,” 
is an altar server and 
a cantor. She also is 
active in Youth 
Ministry, helping out 
with Junior High 
Alive and the 
Confirmation retreat 
team. This is in addition to a busy academic and extracurricular 
schedule in school and participation in the Quad-City Youth 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Jan Stevenson, director of youth ministry, said of Grace: “She is 
one of those teens who enters the room and just brings energy 
with her. She is one who makes others feel welcomed and 
important and is always ready to step up and make a 
difference.”   

Grace views involvement in ministry, especially with her music, 
as a way to pray. 

“It gives me a way to communicate with God,” she says. 

Eleanor adds: “Most importantly, Grace's faith is evident in the 
way she shares joy, friendship and love with all people she 
encounters. She is a committed Catholic, disciple of Jesus, and 
faithful servant of our parish.”  

Grace is a model of joyful involvement in the parish. 

“It’s always a positive experience to get involved,” she says. 
“There’s a way for anyone to get involved.” 

Grace Almgren and her father, Vic, perform during the parish 
talent show in September 2017. 

Grace Almgren, 16, has been actively 
involved in church ministry since joining 
the parish as a seventh-grader. 

FOCUS ON YOUTH 
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Welcome! 
Parishioners greet newcomers at fall luncheon, breakfast 

 

Two fall events at Saint John Vianney gave new parishioners 
the opportunity to feel welcome and to get more information 
about what the parish is all about. 

While the events had quite different settings – one, the Octo-
ber 25 fall luncheon at the Davenport Country Club, and the 
other, a newcomers breakfast on November 4 in the Activity 
Center – they were both filled with fun and fellowship. 

About 80 women attended the annual luncheon event at the 
Davenport Country Club.  

Among them were Seema Kidangayil and her sister, Sherin 
Kidangayil. The women are married to twin brothers, Seema 
to Antony and Sherin to Sebastian, and they are originally 
from Kerala, India. 

Sisters Seema Kidangayil and Sherin Kidangayil joined SJV so 
their families could attend Mass together. They are married to 
twin brothers.  

Newcomer Michel Johannes sat with Ann Fisher, a 
longtime parishioner.  

Parishioners Sally Ven Horst, Shirley Donahue, Ann Eischeid, Margaret Wilkinson, Mary Pulido and Diane Nielsen enjoy a time of friendship. 
The festive centerpieces were crafted by Mona Wolbers, and one lucky person from each table got to take one home. 

Continued on Page 7 
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 Welcome! Welcome bags are given to all new 
parishioners at Saint John Vianney. 

Father Ross Epping addresses those in attendance at the newcomers breakfast on November 4. 

Newcomers  Larissa Morrissey, Troy Gaul,  Kirk Scott-Craig and 
Margie Scott–Craig attended the breakfast. 

Natalie Wenzel with sons Xander, 6, and Harvey, 3, enjoyed 
their breakfast. Dad Jason was at work and unable to attend. 

Continued from Page 6 

The women and their families attended different parishes in 
the Quad-Cities, then decided to bring both of their families 
to Saint John Vianney so their children can attend church 
together. 

Sue Coffin, chairperson of St. Anthony’s Circle, explained what 
the various circles do and the parish and community activities 
that they help fund.  

“Women of this parish are supporters,” Sue said. “We are 
proud of our role in the parish, the diocese and the Church.” 

Other newcomers said they enjoy the music at Mass, the 
sense of welcome at the parish and the many ways people 
can get involved. 

At the newcomers breakfast, pancakes, sausage and eggs 
were served, and long-time parishioners shared tables with 
new members.  

Among the newest members were Troy Gaul and Larissa 
Morrissey, who signed up 30 minutes before the breakfast 
began. They plan to be married at Saint John Vianney next 
year. 

Kyle and Amanda Wold, who were married in April, did their 
marriage preparation at SJV, and, Kyle said, “We never left.” 

Father Jim Vrba addressed the breakfast group, telling them 
“it seems like every month, I’m sending out welcome letters. 
Whatever reason brought you here, I thank you.” 

In the past year, a total of 90 new families have joined the 
parish. Maureen Conrad , right, works the welcome table. 
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By JAN TOUNEY 

Many organizations at Saint John Vianney have been the 
recipients of Pat Fortin’s kind ministry. 

Marriage preparation groups, RCIA candidates, members of 
the Liturgy Commission, and the parish staff have been 
showered with the culinary delights that come out of her 
kitchen. 

Delectable squash soup, turtle cheesecake, beef and pork 
tenderloins cooked to perfection, maple bacon scones, 
pumpkin cheesecake squares, giant peanut butter cookies 
dipped in Dove chocolate. And cupcakes. Not just any 
cupcakes, mind you, but varieties including Snickers, malted 
milk ball, lemon and raspberry. 

You see, Pat Fortin has graced our parish with her ministry 
of food, lovingly prepared and served. 

“God has endowed us with certain skills and talents,” she 
said. “Our job is to develop them to the best of our ability in 
God’s name.” 

Pat, who is married to Deacon Daryl Fortin, cooks a Christmas 
lunch for the parish staff. 

“Daryl would always buy them a Christmas gift certificate for 
lunch, and I said, ‘Why don’t I make lunch?’ Daryl was retired 
and could help me. And that was our gift.” 

A busy and 
successful 
realtor with 
Mel Foster, 
Pat said that 
she took 
cooking and 
sewing 
classes in 
high school 
instead of 
math and 
science. Her 
culinary 

skills are legendary among area realtors and are a draw when 
she schedules open houses. 

“I have 20 to 30 realtors come to my open houses,” she said. “I 
kind of have a following.” 

For Pat, cooking and baking are ways for her to relax. 

“Real estate is busy and can be very draining,” she said. “I need 
some release for my creative side.” 

The bottom line for Pat: “I cook with love.” 

Nowhere is that displayed more than the special Christmas 
morning breakfast she cooks for her family. 

Pat and Daryl’s family, which includes 12 grandchildren, gathers 
Christmas Eve night. 

On Christmas morning, Pat wakes up early and puts a pan of 
Blueberry Baked French Toast in the oven. The dish can be 
assembled the night before. The recipe is featured on Page 8. 

“It’s become a real hit,” she said. 

SJV parishioners can attest: Everything that comes out of Pat’s 
kitchen is a hit. 

Prepared with love 
Pat Fortin’s culinary treats are becoming legendary at SJV 

Shown here in the kitchen off the conference room at SJV, Pat Fortin 
recently brought pumpkin cheesecake bars to a staff meeting.  

Pat prepared a scrumptious summer dinner for  the RCIA 
program in July. 
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Baked Blueberry French Toast 

10 cups bread cubed in 1-inch pieces (you can 
use sliced bread or loaf bread like French bread) 

10 large eggs 

1 8-ounce package of cream cheese 

1 cup fresh blueberries 

1 ½ cups half & half or whole milk 

2 teaspoons vanilla 

1 cup heavy cream 

¾ cup sugar 

½ cup maple syrup 

 Blueberry Sauce 

1 cup sugar 

1 tablespoon cornstarch 

1 cup water 

1½ cups fresh or frozen blueberries 

2 tablespoons butter 

 Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Grease a 9 x 13 
pan. 

Arrange one-half of the bread in greased pan. 
Spread cubed cream cheese over the bread 
cubes. Add the rest of the bread cubes to pan. In 
large bowl, whisk together eggs, sugar, half & 
half or milk, cream, maple syrup and vanilla. 

In a separate bowl, melt the butter. Add to egg 
mixture.  Pour over the bread cubes. You can 
bake at this point or you can make the night 
before and let it set all night in the refrigerator. 

 If you refrigerated overnight, take the pan out 
about 30 minutes before baking.  Cover the dish 
with foil and bake for 30 minutes.  Uncover and 
bake for another 25-30 minutes until center is 
firm and top is light brown.  Let cool for a few 
minutes then top with maple syrup or blueberry 
sauce (see recipe below). 

Blueberry Sauce: 

In medium saucepan mix sugar, blueberries and 
water. Cook for about 10-12 minutes until blue-
berries burst. Make a slurry with cornstarch and 
3-4 tablespoons of water. Add to mixture to 
thicken; cook for a few more minutes until de-
sired consistency. Add butter at end and stir 
until incorporated..  

— Pat Fortin 

  

 LITTLE SAINTS 

(Photo by Christy Barnum) 

Preschoolers in the 2-day and 5-day classes made crowns for All Saints 
Day and paraded over to Father Jim’s office singing, “When the Saints Go 
Marching In.” They also attended Mass. Teachers, from left, are Terry 
Camarena, Cindy Corrigan, Karen Emard and Paulette Jones. 

PARISH PICNIC 

The annual parish picnic in 
September offered the usual 
array of good food, fellowship 
and activities for kids. Joyce 
Stevenson, right, lifts the lid 
off just-grilled hamburgers 
and hotdogs. 

(Photos by Mike Fisher) 
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Family, fall, fun 
Though, at 80 degrees, it felt more like 
summer than fall, the weather was 
perfect for the annual Fall Family Fest 
on Sept. 12 at Saint John Vianney. 

Understandably, the lines were long 
for Kona snow cones, a perfect stop 
between the activities that took place 
on the parish property. There was face 
painting, balloon characters, a tricycle 
course, a bouncy house, games of four 
square, and Gaga ball. 

“It’s always a good time,” said Heather 
Herring, who attended with her 
daughter, Adley, 8. 

ABOVE LEFT: Children 
wait to get a balloon 
character custom made 
for them. 

 ABOVE RIGHT: Elaina 
Murrens, 8, helps her 
brother Evan, 2, on the 
tricycle course. They 
attended with their 
mom, Kristine.  

RIGHT: There was a 
steady line to get a 
snow cone, just the 
thing to hit the spot on 
a warm evening. 

Harrison Kiel scrambles to get the ball to his brother Brendan in Gaga ball. 
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A giving spirit 
You can count on SJV parishioners to help 

Knights of Columbus diaper drive 

Total diapers: 16,518 

Packages of baby wipes: 291 

Cash contributions: $780 

Most successful diaper drive at SJV! 

Socktober and Attacking Trafficking drive 

More than 2,400 pairs of socks (men’s, women’s & children’s sizes) 

57 sports bras 

More than 20 T-shirts 

“I am so grateful to be a part of a parish that understands and 
participates in social justice. It’s obvious that our parish members 
live their faith by taking care of others. It has been overwhelming 

and very inspiring to see that faith in action.” — Steph Bray 

Supplies for Haiti Medical Mission (items still being collected) 

Toothpaste, 661; toothbrushes, 2,172; shampoo, 467; soap,1,743 

Medications: Antacids, 4,192 tablets; prenatal vitamins,1,700 tablets; 
multivitamins, 300 tablets; children’s vitamins, 370; ibuprofen adult, 
2,472; ibuprofen children, 192; acetaminophen children’s, 122; Zantac, 
130; eyedrops, 8 bottles. 

350 pairs of eyeglasses; 100 eyeglass cases; 50 pairs of sunglasses; 50 
pairs of readers. 

 
Comfort bags for toddlers 

Families in the Religious Education 
program made treats and packed comfort 
bags with pajamas, blankets, stuffed 
animals and books for QC toddlers. The 
bags will be donated to the Child Abuse 
Council, which provides resources and 
support to families in crisis in an effort to 
prevent child abuse. 

“It is always amazing how generous the parishioners are at SJV.  The people of Jean Denis are so grateful for all that they 
receive.  When we are at the clinic, the Haitians tell us they pray for SJV.” — Ann Wester 

Look for more opportunities to donate items at Snowflake 
Central on December 5 so that more bags can be packed. 
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The angel said to them
, 

"D
o not be afraid; for 

behold, I proclaim
 to 

you good new
s of great 

joy that w
ill be for all 

the people." 
 

Luke 2:10 


